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Mﬂmi in Russian Penal Labor Camp "KRASNIY ARMEYSK I", located
approx. 250 km SE of PEVEK (6943N-17015W) from Apr 49 = May 50, SOURCE worked
as general laborer in uranium mines and ore sorting plants, Closely guarded

in camp and while at work. In:!'? based on personal observations unless other-
wise indicated.

o |
Inecl, 1, a Memory Sketch of the Area of PEVEK (69430~

Between Apr and Jun 49 SOURCE was transferred by rail from KUYBYSHEV (5311K-
50078) to SOVETSKAYA GAVAN (4859N-14018E) where, in July 49, exact date not
regcalled, he and 10 ‘fellow Qe PWes and approx. 5,000 Russian penal laborers
were taken aboard the Sov. Diesel ship "KOLKHOSNIK" (SOURCE's spelling), dis-
placement and dimensions wnknown, vague recollection of 1 short funnel, and
kept down in the holds. BSOURCE bbserved an unknown number of ZIS trucks of the

type 151 and tractors on deck. Heard from Russian penal laborers that uniden-
tified cargo had taken abodrd earlier. Ship sailed a few days later
without anyome o e prisoners knowing their destination. SOURCE repeatedly
heard roar of A/C y and was told by Russian penal laborers that the

vessel was convoyed ‘hu‘ iuni_blnri-:ha and seaplanes to prevent mutiny and seizure
of the ship by the risoners. Russian penal laborers related that a few years
ago an ified » Vessel was peiged by prisoners and safely steered to

ALASEA (US). After 8 days' voyage ship tied up at port of BUKETA PROVIDENTYA
(64228-17315W) to take fresh water and approx. 30 Russian penal laborera sboard,
No cargo was un i Prisoners not allowed to enter deckj thru aperture in
ceiling of hold SOURCE obeerved steep rocks. Left BUKHTA PROVIDENIYA after
approx. 20 hre. hﬁa spread among prisoners that ship was sailing around E-
cape of CHUKOTSKIY( 17400W) peninsula. Crew composed of Russian civilians,
nunber unknown, whigh led prisomers to comclusion that the "KOLKHOSNIK" was &
merchant ship, number of Sov. guards, armed with tommyguns, pistols.

After departure from BUKHTA PROVIDENIYA ship was often delayed by ice floe and
ioebergs, occasionally by intense fog and blizsards. 10 days from

in EUKHTA PROVIDENIYA ship tied up at makeshift wooden pier in what later evolved
to be PEVEE, lnutl;h_a'in a large Bay, Pt. 1. Prisoners marched to Main Camp, Pt.
2y located 2.5 km 5 6f unknown number of wooden Storage Bldgs, Pt. 4. Main
camp enclosed by 3 m high barbed wire fence, had 8-10 wooden barraocks, 14 x 6 x

1 INCLS.

Nemory Sketoh of the Aree of PEVEE, p. 14
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x 4 m each, tarpaper roofs, housing approx. 1,000 Russian penal laborers who
worked in the harbor area. Separate enclosure in main camp with approx. 100
large tents, each for approx. 50 men, for the 5,000 newcomers. All penal la-
borers and the 10 German PWs were deloused and then issued padded elothing,
shoes, fur caps. After 5 days' stey in main camp prisoners distributed to
approxs 8 mining ecamps. SOURCE and approx. 30 other Russian penal laborers
taken by 3-ton ZIS truck, ganarded by 2 Sov. soldiers, armed with tommyguns, to
Camp "KRASNIY ARMEYSK I", Point 15. Trip lasted 7 hrs; average speed of truck
30 kmj estimated distance from Bay, Pt. 1, 200-250 km. Traveled along Road, Pts
59 five m wide, partly om rocky ground, partly surfaced with crushed stone or
gravel, in fair condition, passed Lake, Pt. 5, dimensions unknownj hearsay from
fellow prisoners that ice of lake was used for industrial purpeses in winter.
From Main Campy; Pt. 2, and Roesd, Pt. 3, SOURCE observed Thermal Power Plant,

Pts 64 several wood and stone bldgs, layout or dimensions unknown, approx. 600 m
N of Road, Pts 1y 3 km NE of Main Camp, Pt. 2; Motor Pool, Pt. 7, several wood
or stone bldgs, located approxs 200 m SW of Thermal Power Plant, Pt. 6. No des | .
tailss After 45 minutes' ride SOURCE observed Side Road, Pt. B, same structural
details as Road, Pt. 3; later SOURCE heard from fellow prisonmers that road led
N to a Mining Camp called "KUYVEYEM" (SOURCE's spelling), location unknowne
After 3 and 4§ hrs ride, respectively, from Main Camp, Pts 2, truck passed 2
Road lMaintenance Camps, Pt. 9, each consisting of several wooden barracks, which
served as billets for maintenance crew, food depot, and truck supply station.
Parking facilities for trucks. B of second Road Maintenance Camp terrain rose
from hitherto level or slightly undulating ground to a sories of Mointain
Ridges, Pt. 10, max, elevation estimated at 800 m above sea=levelj Road, Pt 3,
traversed mountains in many sharp bends. After approx. 14 hre ride thru
mountainous region road descended and passed thru level Tundra, Pt. 11, where
SOURCE observed a large herd of caribou attended by Eskimos; then hit upen Side
Road, Pt. 12, same structural details as Road, Pt. 3, which according to pri-
soners' hearsay, led to so-called Nerth Camp, location unknown. Seven hrs after
the outset (1 hr after again passing Mountains, Pt. 17, max. elevation approx.
800 my truck turmed into Side Road, Pt. 13, same structural details as Road,
Pt« 35 200 m long to Camp KRASNIY ARMEYSK I, Pt. 15, enclosed by 3 m high barbed
wire, 10-12 wooden barracks for approx. 800 men who arrived on same day by
truck from Main Camp, Pt. 2. Former inmates of camp had partly been returned

to unknown destination by ship a few weeks earlier in anticipation of 5,000 men
relief group. Wooden Rosd Bridge, Pt. 14, 4 x 4 m, arched deck, 1 m clearance,
spanned Creek, Pt. 16, 1.5 m wide, B~V flow. Camp "KRASNIY ARMEYSK I, P&, 18,
located approx. 1.5 km SE of Camp "KRASNIY ARMEYSE I", Pt. 15, had 6~8 wooden
barracks housing 600-700 men. Both camps operated approx. 20 uranium mines
scattered over an area of approx. 3 lm in diam.; usually inclined tunnels of
varying cross-sections, length 20-30 m, dug into sides of mountain slopes at
various altitudes. No shoring used as ground was frozen solid in winter (Oot-
May); no mining in summer because lack of frost caused tunnels to cave in,

Each tunnel supplied with compressed air hoses, electricity, electric drills,
pneunatic hammers, erowbars, and spades; operated in two 12-hr shifts by each
10 men. Frequent blasting. Ore pebble size, pitch black, glittering, heavy,
pried loose along with adhering mud, not sorted underground but shovelled into
primitive containers made from oildrums cut lengthwise into halves, mounted
hollow side up onto makeshift steel rumners, drawn out by windlase like sledge

along ioy surface of tunnel q»:, dropped thru wooden chufa lined with sheet
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metal onto ancient mine cars, pulled up by windlass to ore mounds for sorting
and washing in summer, when no mining was possible. Frequently, samples were
taken from deposit in tunnels by Sov. soldier specialists, tested in Laboratory,
Pt. 19y a wooden bldgs of irregular shape, overall dimensions 14 x 10 x 5 m,
tarpaper roof, equipment not recalled., SOURCE never observed instruments re-
sembling Geiger counters or counting tubes in that area. Iaboratory occupisd
by 1 Sov. ecivilian specialist and 3 soldier specieliste who served as assistants,
SOURCE once observed inside of Laboratory and vaguely recalled that ore samples
were washed, mixed with unknown ingredients, and weighed - hearsay from soldier
specialist that meximum uranium content was 66%. WNo info, not even approxe, on
production figures. Ore mounds piled up during winter alwayd located next to
ore grading plants (total of 16 such plants in area of Camps, Pts. 15 and 18).
During summer months large portion of labor force assigned to these plants
which usually consisted of: 1 electric conveyer, 20-30 m long, 1 m wide, and 1
inclined trestle, 20-30 m long, 2-3 m wide, incline covered with smooth planks.
Before emch washing process, coarse cloth sections placed flat on planks, kept
in place by a series of wooden grates with the grooves running perpendicular.
Uranium ore transported from ore mounds to chute at lower end of conveyer by
heavy tractors equipped with shovel blade in front, carried to top of ineclined
trestle, thence flushed with water over wooden grates, allowing heavier ore to
eink into grooves, waste taken off by flow of water. 2 men on each side of
trestle stirred ore with rakes, had to take minute care lest precious uranium
be flushed away. When grooves of grates filled %o rapletion; ore and water
supply stopped, grates taken off, uranium deposit scraved from coarse oloths
into chute located at lower end of inmclined trestle, filled into steel Adrums
resembling oil barrels, taken by truck to Laboratory, Pt. 19, weighed there to
500 kgs per drum, sealed by unknown means, shipped by truck to Bayy,Pts 1, for
further shipment by sea to unknown destination. Hearsay from fellow prisoness .
that usually supply ships took uranium drums aboard on thelr return trip. Most
of mining tools, compressors, and food were of American origin, aceording to
labels. Large scale exploration for uranium during summer months by taking
from open pite laid out at random all over mountain slopess
ss KRASNIY ARMEYSK I, Point 15, uranium onlyj

KRASNIY ARMEYSK II, Point 18, uranium onlys

SOUTH, 1mmmmmmﬁmduﬂﬂmm,
according to hearsay from German PWs on return trip. Identical
sise barrels containing tungsten were 50% heavier than uranium.
Approx. 600 men.

NORTH, for location see Side Road, Pt. 12, uranium and unspecified dark
green minsral were shipped unprocessed by A/C to unknown desti-
nation. Hearsay from fellow prisoners that emergency airfield
was located im valley approx. 20 km E of Bay, Pt. 1. Approx. 800
man.

KUYVEYEN, for loeation refer tc Side Road, Pt. 8, Only uranium mining,
Approx. 800 men.

RUDNIKI, location unknown. Unspecified mineral mined there ascording to
hearsay from fellow prisoners.

MATN CAMP, Pt. 2, no mining or processing. Loading of uranium ore and
tungsten in steel drums onto ships. No details.

Norms: in winter fixed at a certain, unrecalled, number of cu.m. per work
mem,hmuunhonnightmtparmkgrmparnhiﬂ. No
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recollection of wages, Maximum paid out to worker per months: 200 rubles.
Little opportunity to buy additional food. | S
s 0 t Very poor living conditions, poor food, lack of fuel for heating
living ters. Fatal lack of vitamins forced government to exchange labor
force every year. Many deaths due to scurvy, caries, etec. German PWe not
allowed to write or receive letters. Few Russian laborers had privilege
of writing letters. FEleciricity for mines supplied by Diesel gemerating sets,
capacify unknown. Hearsay from fellow priscners that electric power line was
to be constructed, between Thermal Power Plant, Pt, 6, and mining areas.

Inspection: In Mar 50, PEVEK ares was inspected by Sov. gemeral,
name unknown, 1.70 m tall, 45=50, broad~shouldered, oval face, reddish com-
plexion, grey a2t the temples; ahmld:ﬂoarda gold-braided, red stripes along
sides of trousers. Stayed in PEVEK area for 8-10 days, arrived and left by
unknown A/€; was accompanied by 3=-4 Sove. officers, ranks unknowns SOURCE met
same general on return trip at unknown airfield located between PEVEK and
HAGADAN (5934N=15048E)s No info on unit and branch of Service. .

Return Trips On Apr 18, 50, departure from ice-bound PEVEK Bay, Pts 1y in
a 2-engined DOUGLAS, together with 18| other German PWs; Russian ‘civilian orew
 of 4 men, 1 Sov. soldier guard armed with tommygun. No parachutes issu At
time of take-pff, approx. 1700 hrs, 2 A/C seen in bay: one 4-emgine tr :
Tesembling American B 29, and one 2-engine DOUGLAS. After 4 hours flight, A/C
landed at unknown airfield S of P for 30 minutes, after 2 more hrs
at MAGADAN airfields 4 weeks in MAGADAN transit camp, them by IL 12, ivilian
orew of 5 mem, %o KHABAROVSK (4830N-13505E) via NIKOLAYEVSK (5309N-14044E)s 18
Fiis in one A/C!guarded by 1 Sov. soldier. From KHABAROVSK airfield to Ji :

PW campy location unknown, for 5 weeks, then by rail (56 E)e
/ HALBERT\H. ACKI ;
r ™ Lt. Col.y USAF \
| Commander /
7056th AISS R
1
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recollection of wages, Maximum paid out to worker per months: 200 rubles.
Little opportunity fo buy additional food.

_ al: Very poor living conditions, poor food, lack of fuel for heating
living « Fatal lack of vitamins forced government to exchange labor
foree avery year. Many deaths due to socurvy, caries, etc. OGerman PWs not
allowed to write or receive letters. Few Russian penal laborers had privilege
of writing letters, Electricity for mines supplied by Diesel generating sets,
capacity unknown. Hearsay from fellow prisoners that electric power line was
to be constructed, between Thermal Powex Plant, Pts 6, and mining areas.

Inspection: In Mar 50, PEVEK mining ares was inspected by Sovs general,
name unknown, 1.70 m tall, 45-50, broad+~shoulderedy oval face, reddish com-
plexion, grey at the templesj shoulderhoards gold-braided, red stiripes along
sides of trousers. Stayed in PEVEK arga for 8~10 days, arrived and left by
unknown A/€; was mccompanied by 3=4 Sov. officers, ranks unknown. SOURCE met
same general on return trip at unknown airfield located between PEVEK and
MAGADAN (5934R-15048E). No info on unit and branch of Services p

Return Trip:s On Apr 18, 50, departure from ice-bound PRVEK Bayy Pte 1y in
2 2-engined DOUGLAS, together with 18| other German PWs; Russian civilian crew
L of 4 men, 1 Sov. soldier guard a.rma:l", th tommygun. No parachutes is At
time of take-pff, approx. 1700 hrs, 2 A/C seen in bay: one 4-engine
resembling American B 29, and one 2 ine DOUGLAS. After 4 hours flight,
landed at unknown airfield S of for 30 minutes, after 2 more hrs
at MAGADAN airfield. 4 weeks in MAGADAN transit camp, then by IL 12,
crew of 5 men, bo KHABAROVSK (4830N-13505E) via NIKOLAYEVSK
PWs in ome A/C! guarded by 1 Sov. soldier.
PW camp, location umknown, for 5 we
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